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Evan Hinze – “I am a 4th year Illustration student working in paper assemblage. I create and 
build three dimensional object and sets which are then photographed for the final illustration.”
Jeremy Llorence (yes, with two Ls) is an avid lover of comic books, cereal, and beanies. 
He's a creative writing major and can be found roaming the campus of Grand Valley State 
University with a P! on his forehead. He also just so happens to be in the business of breeding 
and selling gerbils. As a sincere thank you for reading this issue of fishladder, he’s offering, for 
a limited time, a 50% discount on pups. Promo code: fladder. While supplies last.
Emily Loftis doesn't have peripheral vision. She likes to collects leaves and nests and shells. 
She loves anything outdoors, drag queens, and cats.
Rachel MacDonald studies English and Business at Grand Valley State University. She 
lives for making a difference and words on a scrabble board.
Rane Martin is a freshman and is majoring in Communication Studies. She is from Mason, 
Michigan. She is a photographer for the Lanthorn and has pursued amateur photography 
since 2007. She enjoys quoting movies and making people laugh with sarcasm. She hates snow 
and loves pizza lunchables. Her favorite animal is sharktopus and her favorite superhero is 
Spiderman (pre-Tobey Maguire). She has a huge, amazing family and cherishes every moment 
she gets to spend with them. She hopes to someday possess the world’s largest chocolate bar, 
see the world and make a difference.
Brittney Mestdagh is a senior at gvsu pursuing a degree in legal studies and writing, liv-
ing by the tip of her pen and her muddled wit. She is from Homer, Michigan. Her interests 
include fiction, poetry, bbc movies, curbside musicians, amateur theater and penning the great 
American novel. Brittney recently began writing drama as she takes stabs into all of the genres 
for an all out mix of literary abandon.
Uma Mishra – “I like to pretend that I am amorphous and I can go anywhere my universe 
takes me. I am a voracious reader and enjoy diving into a new book. I love music and nature; 
they are necessary in our universe. I love the power that the visual arts have on people. I enjoy 
finding that place where I can communicate and relay the moments I see to the world around 
me. My present is spent studying, reading, taking photographs, and expanding my passion for 
clean water issues. The future is limitless and for this, I am grateful.”
Kristin Oke is a senior at Grand Valley State University and is planning on graduating in 
April 20 with a degree in English and a minor in writing. In addition to poetry she enjoys 
writing both fiction and nonfiction. After graduation she is planning on moving to Colorado 
so that she can stay close to her family.
Maggie Roa – “My name is Maggie B. Roa, and I am in my third year at Grand Valley study-
ing Creative Writing and English Literature. The style in which I write is phantasmagoric, 
heavily laden with fanciful imagery and metaphor. This poem, however, required more than 
just my imagination. It was the first piece in which I used research, and I am very proud of 
the outcome. I hope that ‘Ivory’ will inspire unique insight into the world’s teeth and colors.”
Joey Salamon – “Everything I create is intended to visually bitch slap the viewer with every 
aspect of my character, who I see myself as, how I want others to perceive me, and how to of-
fensively communicate the values I've come to identify with.” The piece Descendants From The 
Heaven Above was made in 200.
Sarah Sligh – “I am Sarah Jane Sligh, born and raised in Holland, MI. I am a Biomedical 
Science major, but have always loved art, especially whimsical illustration. I received my first 
copy of Photoshop at age 6 and learned to use the detailed program through self-teaching; 
this piece was digitally painted from scratch. To this day, one of my favorite things to do is 
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Jamie deGraaf appreciates a color-coded closet, parking-lot carnivals, David Sedaris and 
her vintage beach cruiser. She has grand yet vague dreams for her future, which include globe-
trotting, freelance writing and being a wildly famous cirque performer.
Brianna Eberspeaker is a senior at gvsu. After a long and valiant bout with the French 
language, she decided, with the help of Emma Ramey, to tackle her native tongue. She hopes 
to one day attend a prestigious graduate school program like Iowa or Virginia. Brianna is a 
writing consultant at Grand Valley and is the author of several unpublished short stories and 
poems. Her heroes include Sam Shepard, Jim Harrison and countless other bearded, old men. 
She enjoys lemmings and long walks off short cliffs.
Lindsay Fisher was raised in Big Rapids, Michigan by her mom and step dad. After gradu-
ating high school she went on to college to become a nurse practitioner. Two years into the 
program, she realized her passion for art, and moved to Grand Rapids to attend Grand Valley 
State. Now, she is a sophomore working towards two emphases, metals and visual studies.
Annie Gerlofs is graduating this winter with a bfa in Illustration. She looks forward to 
traveling, creating, and showing other people what makes the world beautiful.
Kendel Goonis is a senior creative writing major who hails from Sterling Heights, Michi-
gan. She enjoys Steve Martin, award season, and will be on Saturday Night Live in the near 
future. Thanks to her family, KaPow, Alyssa, Charlie, Tommy and ToJoMa, everyone who 
has fed her in the past five years, and Meows (who she apparently loves) for all the support.
Joshua Hackler is a tenth year senior at Grand Valley. He toured many departments and 
took many classes before settling in as a creative writing major. Writing has always been a 
passion of his, as have typewriters and fountain pens. Upon graduation, Joshua plans on mov-
ing to the Upper Peninsula, near Marquette, where he will build a cabin and finish his first 
novel before applying to grad schools. He hopes a few of his professors might recommend him. 
Also—he is very handsome, humble and charming.
Ryan Hanna is a journalism major and writing minor from Linden, Michigan, who hopes to 
pursue a career in book editing while writing on the side. He most often writes science fiction, 
but he also likes to dabble in nature writing. His poem “Gliese 58 g,” is a commemoration 
of the recent discovery of a nearby planet that might harbor life. He wanted to blend science 
fiction with the lyricism of a poem in order to explore what it would be like to set foot there. 
Ashley Harriger is a graduate of gvsu’s Illustration program Fall 200 and now resides in 
Chicago, IL where she is attending culinary school for baking and pastry while working at 
a catering company in the pastry department. She hopes to combine her art knowledge and 
experience with her passion for desserts to create a career truly worth waking up before the 
sun rises. 
Claire Helakoski loves writing, French, hazelnut coffee and old buildings. She plans to 
find a way to combine these interests and seek out a rundown home for herself and her old-
fashioned (nonworking) typewriter and piles of books.
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walk through the beautiful Michigan forests. I often wonder what it would be like to run into 
something completely unexpected! The thought sparked the idea for this piece.”
Maria Smith is a 2-year-old native of Grand Rapids. As an Illustration major at Grand 
Valley, her love of photography is proving to be a major influence in her charcoal drawings.
Jared Talcott – “My name is Jared. Not all of my photos are this sad. I also play music and 
doodle in class.”
Erin Terbrack is a sophomore at gvsu originally hailing from Deckerville, Michigan (don’t 
worry, no one else has heard of it either). She is a Creative Writing Major and spends her free 
time drawing with Photoshop and playing video games. She also has a secret obsession with 
dinosaurs thanks to the film Jurassic Park.
Michelle Thomas is a Junior majoring in Professional Writing with minors in Advertising/
Public Relations and Studio Art and Design. Her writing has appeared in the 200 Lanthorn 
Literary Edition, the InWriting newsletter, and online at The Rapidian. She also designs the 
event posters and broadsides for the Student Reading Series. When not busy resisting the urge 
to procrastinate, Michelle enjoys eating Indian food with her roommates and making pasties 
like a true “yooper”. She plans to graduate in the spring of 202, get a job, and buy a dog.
Eliza Jayne Von Hagen is currently attending gvsu for a Bachelor’s of the Fine Arts with 
an emphasis in Graphic Design.
Sara Warren – 27, is a habitual college dropout from Holland, Michigan, currently major-
ing in Creative Writing. Her favorite book is The Picture of Dorian Gray and favorite authors 
include Ray Bradbury, Neil Gaiman, and Alan Moore. She likes 80s films and chocolate cake, 
prefers dreaming to sleeping and eating to breathing, will wear flip flops in the snow and cut 
her hair real short. Sara has an addictive personality, especially when it comes to Netflix, and 
knows they say size doesn’t count, but her heart is a house. 
Andrew Wernette is a sophomore and a creative writing major. He writes other things 
beyond short stories, but they will always be his favorite. Give him a hug if you see him on 
campus and he'll respond with an awkward shrug while questioning who you are (unless he 
already knows you, in which case the shrug will be less awkward).
Amanda Wieczorek is a senior Printmaking student in the Art and Design department at 
Grand Valley State University. Her hometown is Chesterfield, Michigan.
Barbara Williams is an American painter and illustrator. She brings into play fears from 
her childhood, such as masks and dolls, as symbolism for domestic stereotypes in American 
Society. By utilizing a traditional medium of painting, Barbara explores the impact of the 
male gaze on women like herself in the history of Western Art. Her work had been inspired 
by several sources, such as painters Paula Rego and Balthus, and Feminist artist groups like 
the Guerrilla Girls, who first motivated her to take up the cause of sexism in Western culture. 
Barbara recently received her Bachelors of Fine Arts from Grand Valley State University with 
an emphasis in painting. She currently resides in Grand Rapids, Michigan.
Macaskill Wright is an eccentric man who speaks to birds and beasts in their own tongue. 
He offers them kindly words and cheerful smiles of encouragement when they grow self-
conscious and depressed about their lack of pants. Lately, Macaskill Wright has discovered his 
love of containers and especially containers that contain containers. If you too are interested in 
containers, check out www.macaskillwright.com, which is a container for illustrations.
Rosamarie Zamarron is a Grand Valley student majoring in photography. She is originally 
from Detroit, MI and will be graduating in April. 
